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Fun Fact Tidbit 

More libraries - 5,400 - offer technology training classes than there are computer training 

businesses in the U.S. Every day, 14,700 people attend free library computer classes - a retail 

value of $2.2 million.  

 

 

Summer Program Preparations 

Summer is right around the corner, and the library 

and its staff are currently making preparations for 

its annual Summer Program which draws in on 

average over 500 kids each year.  This year, the 

library is offering program attendees a wider 

range of activities for all age groups to participate 

in, including having the opportunity to be exposed 

to and explore the worlds of science and 

engineering. The Texas Alliance for Minorities in 

Engineering, a statewide, non-profit organization 

that provides programs in Science, Technology, 

Engineering, and Mathematics, in conjunction with the Central Texas Library System, is teaming 

up to provide a mobile science and engineering exhibit this year to help libraries draw in students 

to their summer programs. The exhibit, called the Trailblazer, is a 60-foot long trailer that houses 

a variety of engineering and science exhibits targeted for students in grades 3 through 7. It is the 

only interactive science and engineering museum-on-wheels in Texas, and the first of its kind to 

cover such topics as, magnetism, aerodynamics, 

space science, weather, and medical sciences, just 

to name a few. The library is planning on having 

the Trailblazer setup from 10 AM until 4 PM, as a 

public exhibit, where residents can stop by at any 

time and tour the trailer and interact with the 

individual stations. Some of the highlighted 

exhibits of the trailer that the public will have the 

opportunity to see and touch will include a robotic 

arm, an ion-powered rocket engine, a Van de Graaf generator, a Luminglass display, and the 

Kalliroscope tank demonstration. Since the Trailblazer covers several areas of science and 

engineering, the library is planning on utilizing summer students from Texas A&M University – 

Kingsville’s College of Engineering and College of Arts and Science to serve as trained 

volunteers that can add an enhanced experience for visitors to the trailer. The Trailblazer trailer 

is scheduled to be on display at the library on Tuesday, July 23, 2013 and will be a part of the 

final activities for the 2013 Summer Program. 


